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1 IT TLE did I expect that in 
1 4 an attempt to vindicate the Rev. 


ö N Dr. Adams from the charges 
F brought againſt him in my late letter, I 
** ſhould have found thoſe very charges 
: abundantly confirmed, and every inch of 


'Y ground which had been gained by labour, 
peilded over to me by my competitor 
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You cannot be ignoring, Sir, that the 
grand. point I endeavoured to eſtabliſh. 
throughout my whole piece, was the ir- 
reconcilable variance there is between the 
doctrines contained iti the Rev. Dr. Adams's 
ſermon and thoſe of the Church of Eng- 
land; and therefore, I obſerved- in the 
beginning of my letter, that the queſtion 
was not ſo much whether the ſcriptures and 
the church were of accord, as whether the. 
Doctor and the Church were of accord; 

immediately after which, I profefled my 
own ſtedfaſt belief of the ſtrict harmony 
ſubfifting "between our articles, homilies, and 
liturgy, and the ſacred oracles of truth, 
But here you beg leave to diſlent, and tell 
me (p. 4) that © I ould have done well 
* to have ſhown that the church and the 
« ſcriptures accord together ; ; and that, 
&* notwithſtanding. 1 may be fully per- 
1 ſuaded of the ſtrict harmony there is 
« between the ſacred oracles, and the ar- 
10 ticles, howilies, and liturgy, others are 
et as IE perſuaded of the contrary,” "in. 
the 
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the- next page you go further, and teſtify. 
your acquieſcence with the doctor that 
divinity is much better underſtood; now. 
. than *: was at the time of the reforma+ 


tion.“ P. 33, Vou go further ſtill, and 


are not abated to: confeſs that. the. docs 
tor eſteems an article of the church as 
nothing but meer brutum fulmen. But 
what ſurpaſſes all the reſt, is your aſſertion 


in the ſame page, where finding yourſelf 


utterly unable to get over the ſtriking con- 

traſt between the doctor's real and con- 
venient creed, you very prudently tell us, 
that you think proper to paſs that contraſt 


over in ſilence, and that you have a much 


better opinion of the doctor's learning and 
judgment, than of any one of the compilers 
of the articles, homilies, and common prayer. 


* 


| Now, from theſe quotations out of your 
own pamphlet, nothing can be clearer 
than that you have an hearty averſion to 
the principles of the reformation and. the 
doctrines of the eſtabliſhed church; and 
. 2 yet, 3 
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yet, 0 amazing jnconfifleaty! whilfy you 


vindicate your Miniſter for his diſbelief of 


the doctrines of the Church, and whilſt 


both you and he think thoſe doctrines to 


be contrary to ſcripture, you take upon 


you to defend his ſubſcription to them, e- 
ven though he is obliged to declare that 
he believes them from his heart to be in- 
tirely agreeable to the word of God. But 
here comes in the ſalvo. Although tlie 
doctrines ęſlabliſbed by the articles of the 
church of England are diametrically oppo- 


fite to the plan of divinity ab liſbed by Dr. 


Adams; and although theſe articles were 
expreſsly drawn up to prevent diverſities of 

opinions, and therefore every Clergyman 
is ſtrictly forbidden by the royal mandate 
to put #/s own Jenſe or comment upon 


any of the articles; and although they 


are enjoined to be taken in their plain, 
literal, grammatical fignification, without be- 
ing drawn afidt any uch e nevertheleſs by 


»The reader is deſired to turn to the king's de- 
elaration prefixed in the common prayer book to the 


articles of religion, 
drawing 


(9) 


drawing them aſide every way, and by 
putting a ſenſe upon them as directly re- 
pugnant to their plain, literal, nne 
cal ſignifcation as light is repugnant to 
darkneſs, they may be vety ſafely and 
conſcientiouſly ſubſcribed: to by every in- 
dividual, who wifhes to eat the bread of 
the church, be his religious opinions what 
they will. Thus the 8th article which 
declares that ** the 4rhanafian Creed ought 
« thoroughly to be received and believed, 
ee and that it may be proved by moſt 
„ CERTAIN WARRANT of holy ſcripture,” 
may very conſcientiouſly be ſubſcribed 
by thoſe, who, ſo far from thinking it 
may be proved by moſt certain warrant 
ol ſcripture, look upon it as a nonſenſical, 
unſcriptural, e ena uncharitable 
| kms prog . 
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. e e VIA y for Dr. Adams in not read- 
ing the Atlanaſian Creed, ** that it would diſpleaſe 
« his pariſhioners,” is not very reconcilable with the 
mind of the Apoſtle, JF I yet pleaſed min I ſhould 
not be the ſervant of Chriff, Gal. i. 10. 
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In like manner the ninth. article of orid 
gina or. birth fin which. declares, - that 
man is very for gone from original rightes | 
quſneſs,, and is of his own.riature inclined is 
evil, and-that every child of Adam born 
into. this, world. deſerveth God's arath and 
damnation, | may be very conſcientiouſly, 
ſubſcribed by every one who believes, that 
the love of God and our neighbour are na- 

tural o tbe mind gf man, and that it is 

the height of impiety to aſſert that, be 
guilt _ beg 5, * is. ets on 4 p 
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yrs as. hs Aa 8 which 6 70 
tively, declares that man by nature — 
the fall of Adam, hath neither will nor 
power i in himſelf to turn to God, nor to 
do good works pleaſant and acceptable to 
him; may very religiouſly be ſubſcribed 
by thoſe who make it one of the leading 
principles of their ſyſtem, that every man 
hath. in himſelf the will and power to 
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a urn to God, and to perform an 2075 
. ble "obedience d to him. r 
ehe fins may be faid of every other 
doctrinal article of our Church: but oh! 
i what ſhameful prevarication, what gtoſs 
infincerity; what mean ſubtilties muſt be 
ſubmitted to in order to give colour to 
ſuch proceedings proceedings which hea- 
then honeſty could never have ſtooped to, 
and which Jeſuitical hypocriſy can hardly 
parallel. It may indeed appear very ſpe- 
cious reaſoning to 'a weak mind, to fay, 
«© 1 you not allow others the * fame lati- 
"al tude of fubſeription which you take your- 
1 /f?” but this is groſsly fallacious and 
makes void the very intent of all articles 
and national confeſſions whatever, which 
are evidently deligned to bind the ſubſeri- 
bers down to the determinations of that 
particular church into which they are to be : 
admitted members or miniſters': and I ap- 
peal to your own conſcience, Sir, whether 
wy" Papiſt * earth * not upon 


your 


„„ 
your principles hold 2 benefice in the. 
Church of England? It is true, he muſt 
. ſubſcribe to the articles, and among others 
to the 28th, which declares ** that tran- 

4 ſubſtantiation, or the change of the ſub · 

1 ſtance of bread and wine in the ſup- 
11 per of the Lord, cannot be proyed by 
« holy writ, but is repugnant to the 
10 plain words of Scripture;” but might 

he not here plead a liberty of ſentiment 
in caſe of detection, and cry out, will 
« you nqt allow me the ſame latitude you 
« take yourſelf? How can you ſhow ſo 
" much narrowneſs of ſpitit, and uncha- 
15 ritable bigotry ? It looks as if you in- 
« tended to remind the Biſhop and Chan- 

Won cellor of their negligence and unfaith- 
11 fullneſs, in not proſecuting, ſuſpending, 

or depriving ſuch an Heretic; if this be 
your intention, it is to be ſure very kind 
« and catholic, but while the principles of 
95 liberty are ſo well underſtood, I have 
oy 7 ag to fear on this point, Why do 
e you. throw your articles at my head ? 

I 


ce 


| cc 


cc 
cs 


ce 


cc 


60 


(e 


cc 


ec 
te 
ce 
cc 
ce 
ce 
ec 
cc 


I affure you I eſteem them as meer 
brutum fulmen. The BiBLE, the BisLe | 
is my religion; and I have a better opi- 


nion of the judgment and learning of 


the Pope, than I have of wy of the 
Reformers.” 


2 You will ten me thi e 80 


tranſubſtantiation; but allow me, I pray 


'you, to determine for myſelf in what 
ſenſe I take it; for what haſt thou to 
do to judge another man's ſervant ? 


Why may not I aſſume the ſame li- 
berty in my manner of interpretation 


of this article, as you do of ſeveral 
others. For example, you believe the 


Athanaſian Creed to be contrary to ſcrip- 
ture, and yet ſubſcribe from your heart 
to the 8th article which affirms, that 17 


may be proved by moſt certain warrant 


of ſcripture. —l believe in Tranſubſtan- 


tiation, and yet ſubſcribe to the 28th _ 


article, which declares that Tranſußſlan- 
tiation cannot be proved by holy writ.” 
8 Again, 


—— ,. ˙ ————— 


( 734 2} 
ee Again; you ſubſcribe to the ninth ar- 
ticle original or birtbrſin, and yet 
« Took upon original fin to be nothing but 
ce original nonſenſe. I ſubſcribe to the 
1 25th article, which affirms that there 
te are only two Sacraments ordained of 
Chriſt, whilſt I believe in reality there 
are ſeven ſacraments, but as I have 
e likewiſe ſubſcribed to the ſixth article 
3 &« of the ſufficiency of the holy ſcriptures, 
« and as I am perſuaded. that theſe ſeven 
* ſacraments are to be gathered from holy 
.« writ, therefore I have found out a 
ce means of reconciling theſe contradicti- 
© ons, and am confidered by the intelligent 
e part of my pariſh, as ſubſcribing and 
cc declaring my aſſent to the articles, &c. 
* only ſo far as in my judgment 1 _ 
c with _— ” | 


Now, Sir, upon your own plan, what 
objections could you make againſt ſuch 
N when urged by a known Popiſh 


"7. $4 of the remarks. 


prieſt ? 
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prieſt? Are the ſentiments of any Papiſt 
whatever farther or half ſo far removed 


from the tenets of the Church of England 
as thoſe of an Arian, Pelagian, or Soci- 
nian? and are not theſe very ſentiments 
elaringly' eſpouſed by the man, who in 
your eyes is ſo far ſuperior to any one 


of the Reformers ? 


Yet till you think you have found a 
loop-hole for your Vicar's conſcience ; but 


oh! Sir, if ever you bluſhed in your life, 


bluſh to think of making uſe of ſuch 
ſhameful evaſions and mean prevarications. 


Will you, dare you put the everlaſting 


truths of the goſpel, which, like their glo- 


rious author, are the ſame yeſterday, to 


day and for ever, upon a footing with 
ſome old univerſity ſtatutes, and obſolete 
acts of parliament, the obſervance and exe- 
cution of which muſt in the very nature 
of things be left to the diſcretion of thoſe 
who have the power of enforcing them? 
But you will ſay, were not the arti- 

C2 cles, 
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cles, homilies, and liturgy compoſed by 5 


fallible men, as well as univerſity ſtatutes 


and acts of parliament? Certainly they 


were; but are they not ſubſcribed by every 


miniſter as being perfectly agreeable to 
God's holy word? And can any miniſter 
thus ſubſcribing, ſuppoſe that it is of as 
little conſequence whether he believes and 


preaches the doctrines contained in them, 


as it is whether a juſtice of the peace, or 
ſtudent of the univerſity approves and ob- 
| ſerves every jot and tittle of an old anti- 


quated ſtatute or act of parliament? — 
But neither will your compariſon at all 
hold, ſince the particular acts you men- 
tion, eſpecially the former, have been 
long ſince repealed, whilſt the articles, 


homilies, and liturgy ſtill remain as the 


teſts of admiſſion into our national church, 
and as the ſtandard of her faith. 


But let it now be ſuppoſed that the be- 
fore-mentioned Popiſh Prieſt having ſub- 


ſcribed to the articles of our church for 
the 


_— 
_ ZE 


1 

che ſake of her preferments (and I again 
defy you to prove that upon your princi- 
© ples any Papiſt might not ſubſcribe) ſhould 
be informed againſt before a magiſtrate, 
and being ſummoned to appear before 
that magiſtrate, ſhould be interrogated con- 
cerning his religious principles, and be 
charged with his impious prevarication in 
ſubſcribing to the articles, homilies, and 
common prayer; might he not juſtly re- 
ply, © Pleaſe your worſhip, I only claim 
© to mylelf the fame latitude of inter- 
« pretation which moſt of my reverend 
« Brethren: have been claiming for this 
« century paſt. I believe at leaſt, as many 
* of the doctrinal articles, as the major 
<« part of the Clergy do. Wile, learned, 
0 and good men have always differed on 
* theſe points; therefore, I hope, your 
« worſhip will not be ſo UNCHARITABLE 
e as to perſecute me meerly for matters 
of opinion. I aſſure your worſhip that 
« I have now and then had a twinge of 

« conſcience for what I have done, and 

| 4 have 


* 


. 13 


« have had thoughts of reſigning my l= 


A 
* 


ing becauſe I cannot approve the doc- 


* trines I have bound myſelf to defend; | 
te but if I were to have done ſo, many would 
et have laughed at my ſcrupulous preciſe= 
e ne: others would have pitied my weak- 
«©: neſs,” as they know that Church and State 
cc give a. tacit conſent and allowance To 
be that latitude of ſubſcription which is 
« pleaded for by ſo many worthy Clergy 
& nen f our Church, It is true, I ac- 


* knowledge the doctrine of tranſub- 


ec ſtantiation, but I aſſuredly know ſome 

* of the worthigſt perſons in my pariſh 
d who believe it alſo, and who there- 
ce fore would be much diſpleaſed with 
« meif I were to deny it. But this is 
« only matter of private judgment, and 
« why may not I aſſume the liberty of be- 
«e Jjeving a change in the bread and wine, 

« as well as the Rev. Mr. Such-an-one, 
© or the Rev. Mr. Such-an-one, &c. &c. 
0 ge. S. &. &. &. &c. Nc. bro. &c. 


« &c. &c. aſſume the liberty of believ- 
5 * ing 


£ 1 
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7 We 
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„„ WF 
< ing free will, univerſal redemption, and 
« juſtification by works. Since the ar- 
« ticles of the Church do not more pe- 
« remptorily bear teſtimony againſt one 
e than againſt all of theſe doctrines ? 
« Why may not I fly in the face of the 
_ « Zoth article, and deny the cup to the 
“ laity, as well as Dr. Such- an-one, '- 28 
% Mr. Dean Such-an-one, or Mr. Arch- 
« deacon Such-an-one, '&c.- &c. &c. &c. 
&«. &c. deny the Athanaſian Creed and o- 
te rignal Sin? I know there are thoſe who 
« would rejoice that ſuch a deceiver was 
* filenced in hopes that ſome one of 
« their friends might ſucceed to' my rich 
« preferments; but as I plainly perceive 
ce by former examples what would be 
<« the reward of my honeſty if I had re- 
« ſigned my benefice, therefore I chuſe to 
* let conſcience truckle to convenience.— 


8 rolls my chariot, and: my belly's Full.” 


% But I hogs your Worſhip will not 


te be offended, if I now remind you of your 
| © own 


{( 20 * Fog 
* own oath, to cauſe to be kept all Ordi- 
* nances and flatutes made for the good or- 
e der and preſervation of the peace, many 
« of which I might rake up that are ab- 
c ſurd, obſolete, and cannot, and ought 
© not to be kept and executed. If there- 
* fore your worſhip can ſalud conſcientid 
* diſpenſe with the obſervation of theſe; 


« why. may not I uſe the ſame freedom 
with the doctrines of the Church of 


Lad 
* 


England? and to tell your Worſhip the 
e plain truth of the matter, 7 preſume 
« your Worſhip bath been whitewaſhed, as 
« well as ſome ne] 

Now, Sir, I 44 appeal to your own 
| heart, if you would not have condemned 
ſuch reaſoning upon ſuch an occaſion, 
weak and equivocal to the laſt degree; 
nay would you not juſtly have ſaid, I 
*« diſcern the cloven foot in this,” and yet, 


wherein does it differ from that you have 


brought in defence of your miniſter for 
his prevarication in ſubſcribing to the 
articles 


3 L 
* 13 


46 
articles, homilies, and common prayer, 
whilſt he ſo widly diſſents from the doc- 
trines therein contained? Permit me to 
ſay, Sir, that I ſhould not be ſurpriſed if 
you were to receive the thanks. of his 
Holineſs from Rome, with congratulatory 
compliments from the whole order of 
Jeſuits, for your fignal ſervice done to 
the cauſe of holy Mother Church, in 
opening ſo eaſy. a door for any of her 
Prieſts to ſubſcribe to the articles of the 
Church of England; and above all, for 
providing ſuch an healing plaiſter for their 
conſciences when the deed was done, a 
plaiſter, which upon occaſion would per- 
| haps fit an Exciſeman or Cuſtom- houſe 
Officer, as well as an Arian, Pelagian, 
Socinian, Arminian, or Popiſb Prieſt. 


The reſt of your arguments in favour 
of thoſe who ſubſcribe to doctrines which 
in their hearts they utterly deteſt, I leave 
before the public as I find them: I am 

quite willing they ſhould have every ad- , 
vantage which your own learning and ſo- 
> pßuüliſtry 


(= ) 


phiſtry can confer upon them; and 1 will 


do you the juſtice to acknowledge, Sit, 
that I never ſaw ſo able a defence of fo 
bad a cauſe, as that which you have given 


us in your late publication. Vet truth 


in the weakeſt hand will ever be found 
an over- match for all the attacks of ſub- 
wy and deceit. 


But Wifough 1 would wor withhold 
from you the merit of an able writer, I 
cannot allow you that of an impartial 
'one, —— We are all too ready to pull the 
mote out of our brother's eye, without 
conſidering the beam which is in our own 
eye. Hence it is, that thoſe of our own 
party may work themſelves up into a paſ- 


fion even in the houſe of God, and re- 


buke others only for preaching thoſe very 
doctrines which both the rebuker and the 


rebuked have ſolemnly bound themſelves 


to defend; and this ſhall not ſo much as 
paſs for a breach of good manners, but 
be totally reconcilable with the meekneſs, 
gentleneſs, and charity of a diſciple of the 

lowly 
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(23) 
lowly Jeſus; but let ſuch treatment come 
from a quarter to which oar own preju- 
dices have rendered us unfavourable, then 
it ſhall be looked upon as intemperate 
zeal, inſolence, bigotry, Pry ſpirit and 
what not.“ 


I have obſerved that ca bigots, and gory Zea- 
lots never can, or never will diſtinguiſh between diſ- 
cipline and perſecution. The former is abſolutely 
neceſſary for the well being of every Church eſtabliſh- 
ment, and authoriſed by the word of God ; but the 
latter is of the very eſſence of that fallen nature which 
is enmity againſt God. But here the queſtion a- 
riſes, who is to be judge of what may properly be 
called unchriftian perſecution, and what wholeſome 
: diſcipline? I anſwer, that when the peace of a na- 
tional Church is diſturbed, either by the erroneous 
doctrines, or immoral practices of any of its mem- 
bers, then diſcipline (though the mildeſt that may 
be) is needful to be inflicted. But whoſoever ſuffers 
for his attachment to the doctrines of that very 
Church or Society of Chriſtians to which he belongs, 
or becauſe he cannot conſcientiouſly conform to the 
maxims and cuſtoms of a world lying in wickedneſs, 
. Juch an one is to all intents and purpoſes perſecuted 
for righteouſneſs ſake, I wiſh there were no cauſe 
to affirm, that in this day, the reins of: diſcipline are 
totally relaxed, and thoſe of * held with a 
tight hand. 
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Again; do we hear a diſcourſe, which, 
however conformable to the doctrines of 
the eſtabliſhed Church, yet claſhes: with 
our own ſyſtem; this, by one of our own 
perſuaſion may be attacked as raſh,  arro- 
gant, delufroe, uncharitable, tending to blind 
the weak, and ſurpriſe the vulgar, to flat= 
ter the finner in his fins, and put a maſk 
into the hands of bypocrify, yea, to ſap the 
very foundations of virtue and morali- 
ty, reaſon and religion; “ I ſay, all theſe 
bitter and opprobrious terms may be ven- 
ted in a crude indigeſted manner, by one 
of our own principles, and we ſhall ſee 
nothing at all in them unbecoming the 
Gentleman, the Scholar, or the Divine, 
nor once think it hard that the conſcien- 
tious ſubſcriber to the articles, in the plain, 
literal, grammatical ſenſe, ſhall not be al- 
"lowed at leaſt the ſame latitude and liber- 
ty which the confeſſed adverſaries to the 
eſtabliſhed doctrines of the Church are 


'® Theſe expreſſions are all quoted from Dr. Adams's 
ſermon. | | 


taking 
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1 
taking every day. Vet let the ſcale only 
be turned, let the prevarication of thoſe 


be expoſed, whoſe tenets ſtand in direct op- 
poſition to what they have in the moſt 
ſacred manner declared their unfeigned 


aſſent; I ſay, let this be the caſe, and 
the cry of imprudence, beat, ſcurrility, a- 
buſe, want of charity, &c. ſhall be heard 
on every ſide, But thus it is, and thus it 
muſt be, whilſt a blind zeal for ſes and 


parties is ſuffered to uſurp the place of 


impartial reaſon, and of a calm unbiaſſed 
judgment: yet be aſſured, Sir, the worſt 


wiſh I entertain towards you, is, that you 


may be enabled to uſe from your heart 
that very collect of our Church, which 
vou have indeed quoted at the end of 


your book, but to the ſpirit and temper 


of which, your manner of writing demon- 
-ſtrates that you are hitherto a ſtranger : 
and if I have grieved Dr. Adams, believe 
me, I am grieved myſelf on that account, 
but ſurely the Doctor has no one to blame 
but himſelf. Why did he begin an at- 

| | tack 


7 ( 26 ) 
tack upon Mr. Romaine, whoſe learning, 
piety, and unwearied labours in his maſ- 
ter's vineyard, might well demand an 
equal degree of reſpect with his own? 
Or, at leaſt, why could he not have been 
contented to teſtify his diſapprobation of 
that Gentleman's ſermon in his own 
Church where it was delivered, without 
bringing the [diſpute into the metropolis, 
where the. whole matter of the controver- 
y was utterly unknown? Surely this was 
a very injudicious ſtep in the Doctor, by 
no means to be reconciled with his on 


expreſſions of candour, charity, and for- 
'bearance, nor likely to be productive of 
thoſe peaceable fruits of righteouſneis 
u hich every true chriſtian would with 
T_ flouriſh and abound. Oda 


But to od, From the 1 
ing view of your vindication of Dr. Adams, 
I am led to imagine, that, beſides the pre- 
ference given him to any of our Refor- 
mers, you have alſo adopted that known 

maxim 


* 1 = 9 4 


—_ 
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maxim concerning your Vicar, which is 

eſtabliſhed in law concerning the King, 
* that he can do no urong- But alas! 
how far will not the power of prejudice and 
partiality carry thoſe who are under their 
baneful influence And here I am led to 
obſerve, that there is a thing in the world 
which goes by the name of charity, but 
which in truth and reality is never found . 
unleſs where there is a total extinction 


of that divine temper, and which, ſo far 


from contending for the faith once deliver- 
ed to the ſaints, conſiſts in giving up every 


fundamental doctrine of the goſpel, and 


kicking out of doors all true zeal for God, 
under the -opprobrious name of enthuſi- 
aſtic frenzy, or party ſpirit, Hence this 
counterfeit charity pronounces a bleſſing 
upon all thoſe whom the word of God 
2 Upon this principle, our author might perhaps 
much better have laid aſide all his own arguments 


in defence of prevarication, and at once have em- 
| braced the Poet's ſentiment 


Tis be who makes the aa that breaks it, 
Not he, who-THROUGH CONVENIENCE takes it; 


declares 
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declares-to be in the very gall of bitter- 
neſs and bond of iniquity, It was the lan- 


guage of the apoſtle Paul, ©. if any man, 
& or eyen an angel from heaven, preach 
«any other goſpel (than that of Salva- 
te tion through Chriſt alone), let him be 
&* accurſed;“ and, if any man love not the 
« Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Anathema, 


% Maran-atha.#” But this counterfeit cha- 
_ rity lays, © let-him be bleſſed; yea, even 


though he rob Chriſt of his eſſential Di- 
vinity, and give to man's reaſon, will, and 
righteouſneſs, that glory which Jebovab 
claims as his ſole prerogative, —ſtill, . let 
e him be bleſſed.” Now there is ſome- 


thing ſo peculiarly excellent in true evan- 


gelical charity, and ſomething ſo diaboli- 
cally horrible in it's oppoſite temper un- 


charitableneſi, that many people under a 
miſtaken notion of putting on what they 


think charity, are hurried away by ſmooth 

ſpeeches and great ſwelling words, to fly in 

the face of the plain declarations of ſcrip- 
* Gal. i. 8, 9. 4 1 Cor. xvi. 2 

| | ture, 


0 
ture, and to give the right hand of fel- 
lowſhip to thoſe, whom we are command- 
ed at the everlaſting peril of our ſouls to 
ſhun as bringers in of damnable herefies, | 
and whoſe pernicious doctrines real Chari- 
ty will oblige us to caution all men a- 
gainſt: eſpecially is this the caſe, where 
the outſide is tolerably decent and regu- 
lar, and the life adorned with ſome con- 
ſpicuous acts of munificenee and compaſ- 
ſion. But what is all this in the fight of 
God, before whoſe holy law all men are 
found guilty, and every mouth muſt be 
| Nopped? In this reſpect, he who cannot lie 
hath declared, that there/ 5 no difference, 
for that | all have ſinned a 1d come ſhort of 
the glory of God. If external decency. 
of conduct were of any avail in the mat- 
ter of acceptance with God, then the Pha- 
riſee who prayed conſtantly in the temple, 
fafted twice in the week, gave tythes and 
alms of all he poſſeſſed, and was neither 
adulterer nor extortioner, would have been 


--. * 'Romans iii. 24, 23. | 
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Ti 309 
uken into 5 rather then the poor 
ſelf-abaſed wretch who ſmote upon his 
breaſt, and cried, ©. God be merciful fo me 
4 Sinner, and yet I hope I may af- 
firm without being called uncharitable, that 
this man went down to his houſe juſtified 
rather than the other ; and that publicans 
and harlots enter into the kingdom of God 
before ſuch as are righteous in their own 
eyes. Who could ſay greater things of 
his learning and blameleſs life than St. 
Paul could, even whilſt his heart remain- 
ed in a ſtate of enmity againſt God ? and 
whether a man be an outward Chriſ- 
tian, or an outward Jew, till he be chang- 
ed and renewed by the power of rege- 
nerating grace, he is equally as far from 
real converſion to God, as the moſt aban· 
doned profligate.— It was well obſerved 
by the learned and judicious Fuller, in his 
church hiſtory of Britain, © that the 
t poiſon of heretical doctrines, is never 
e more dangerous, than when ſerved up 
* Luke xviii. 9, 10, 11, &e. i 
1 « in 
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i clean cups and waſhed diſhes, "6 by 
of _ X. 1 n n 


The ructilous's name of dead with ; 
which you are pleaſed to addreſs: me in 
the title to your letter, and the text of 
ſcripture you have thought proper to ap- 9 
ply to me on the back of the title, mihgt 
be eaſily retorted on thoſe to whom they . 
properly belong; but as it ill becomes a 1 
_ chriſtian to have recourſe to the law of 4 3 
retaliation, I ſhall-only ſay, may God for- I 
give both you and me and Dr. Adams, 
for whatever hath appeared in our wri- 1 
tings, or even ſtirred in our hearts con- q 
trary to that mind which was in Chriſt 
Jeſus! | | 


- 


As the ſecond edition of my letter was 
publiſhed at leaſt three weeks before your 

| pamphlet came out, it was hardly fair 
to ſend abroad an anſwer only to the firſt 
edition, eſpecially as ſome of the prin- 
* Pun to which you refer in the 
E 2 Doc- 


Doctor“ s ſermon, and of which you deſire 
a ſolution, are replied: to in the new im- 
preſſion of my letter, and will not there- 
fore be further controverted in this piece. 
1 cannot, however,” help expreſſing my 
aſtoniſhment that you ſhould call it a vuſb, 
inaccurate afſertion,” that there were no 
other diſpenſations from all eternity than 
thoſe of the Law and Goſpel, and that 
rions w Adam, Noab, Abraham, Job, Gt? 
Sutely, Sir, if your bock goes through 
another edition, you will either expunge 
ſo - childiſh a query, or tell the world 
. what other - Have ever been 
__ from God to man. 
You will not allow that Dr. Adams de- 
nies the Divinity of | Chriſt ; but how can 
his Divinity or that of the Holy Ghoſt be 
acknowledged. whilſt we object againſt ſo 
plain a declaration as that in our Com- 
munion Service, that which we believe 
&« of the, glory wh the Faller, the ſame we 


* belie eve 


«, believe 5 FRY and _ the Holy Ghoft 
e without any difference or Inequality ;” 


which. were the very. words made uſe of 
when the Doctor replied, ** that our com- 


et pilers were only fallible men, and that 
<<. religion was much better underſtood now 
e than at the time of the Reformation * 
1 know there ate modes of expreſſion uſed 
by Ariens and Semi-drians, which ſeem 


to carry an acknowledgment of the Divi- 


nity of Chriſt, but hen ſifted to the bot- 


tom, mean nothing more than that Chriſt 
is God by appointment and commiſſion, as bo- 


ing inveſted with the Father's attributes. 


Vour queſtion concerning the uſe of rea- 


ſon in matters of religion, I ſhall anſwer 


the influence of the Holy Spirit, I efteem 


reaſon to be an uſeful guide, and had you 


taken my words together, I do not ſee how 


you could have put any other conſtruction 
upon them. I agree with you, that there 


is a material difference between etalting 
f reaſon 


reaſon- upon the throne, and cafting her 
into the dirt; and I think you will alſo ac- 
quieſce with me, that the knowledge of di- 
vine truths is always promiſed in ſcripture 
to. thoſe who are of a meek humble and 
teachable diſpoſition, rather than to the 
proud and ſupercilious, however great their 
parts, or extenſive their learning may be. 
I am ſorry for your own fake that you 
ſhould call what I have advanced, p. 14, 
15, a flrange and ſhocking harangue, becauſe 
thoſe pages are filled with little elſe but 
the plain declarations of ſcripture, without 
any comment of my own deviſing. 


Your quotation „ P. 79, from Mr. Bax- 
ter, concerning the danger of a ſectarian 
ſpirit, if we conſider the character of the 
quoter, and of the author quoted, may 
well enough be applied both to you and 
him, but can have no concern at all with 
me. For who is properly a ſectariſt? one 
who breeds diviſions and ſchiſms in a na- 
tional Church, or he who ſtedfaſtly abides 
. | by 


UF 


by that Church ? Now, Mr. Baxter, tho 


I believe him to have been a very pious 
and a very learned man, was an ayowed 
enemy to the Church of England; ne- 


vertheleſs, great as his averſion to that 


— 


Church was, yet in point of doctrine he 
came much nearer to it than either your- 


ſelf or Dr. Adams; let me therefore in- 
treat you, Sir, for a moment to diveſt 


yourſelf of all prejudice, and calmly and 


cConſiderately to meditate” on that very 


paſſage from Mr. Baxter, which you have 


fo injuriouſly brought againſt me. And I 
the rather do this, becauſe I cannot help 


thinking that I diſcern the footſteps of the 
Diſſenter in various parts of your perform- 
ance; if therefore my ſuſpicions on this 
head are juſt, the contemptible manner 


in which you have treated our excellent 
Church, and her worthy Reformers, will 
be the more eafily accounted for, and the 
more readily ſeen through. I may in- 


deed be miſtaken in theſe ſurmiſes, and 


1 have the more reaſon to think I am ſo, 


becauſe 


been in J g the collect for the 
Sunday before Lent, you call it a collect 
of OUR Church. If I am not miſtaken, 
both Churchmen and Diſſentets muſt 
deſpiſe you for making uſe of ſo mean 
an artifice to conceal your real ſenti- 
ments. Let me not here be under- 
ſtood to reflect upon that reſpectable body 
of men, the proteſtant Diſſenters of this 

nation, as if they would one and all 

have fallen foul: of the Church of Eng- 
land, in the manner you have done. On 
the contrary, many of them I am per- 
ſuaded are ſteady friends to the genuine 
principles of the Reformation, however 
they may differ from us as to particular 
modes of worſhip; men of candid catholic 
ſpirits, eminent for their wiſdom, piety, 
and learning; and therefore, every true 
chriſtian muſt rejoice that their privileges 
are ſo happily confirmed to them by the 
Act of Toleration, and muſt eſteem them 
very highly in love for their work's ſake. 
— would be raſh and” uncharitable 


judging 


1 


judging indeed, to cenſure any body of WM 
men in general, for the faults of indivi-. 
Auaals belonging to that body. = 
You juſtly obſerve, that compariſons are 4 

|  odious, and that entering into private cha- I 
racters is invidious and baſe. We may 
however remark in general, that when 7 
Miniſters of the goſpel are more fre: 
quently found in pot-houſes, than going 1 
about from houſe to houſe to build their "i 

5 pariſhioners up in their moſt holy fait; 3 
when they are ſeen more eager after an 
horſe-race, than to run with patience the 1 


: race ſet before them; when a ball, aſ- 
ſembly, or jubilee have greater charms 
to allure them, than the work of their 
high and honourable profeſſion ; then 

. ſurely it muſt put our charity to the ut. 

, moſt' ſtretch to believe that ſuch are the I 

faithful ambaſſadors of that bleſſed Jeſus 4 
who went about doing good, and who hath þ 

left us an example that we A follow 4 

bis eps. 
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'To the credit of. the Rev. Dr. Alam, 
1 deſire to acknowledge that he hath 
ever ſhewed himſelf ſuperiour to ſuch 
groveling, mean gratif-ations : and al- 
though I am perſuaded in my conſci- 
ence, that his ſyſtem of divinity is as 
repugnant to Scripture as it is to the 
Church of England, yet as a man of 
learning and benevolence, a gentleman, 
and friend to ſociety, I really honour and 
eſteem him; and although 1 too deeply 
feel the corruption of my own heart, to 
deny that there is a vein of ſatyr which 
now and then may bleed rather too freely, 
yet I moſt ſolemnly declare that I am in 
perfect charity. with Dr. Adams, as well 
as with you, Sir, my unknown antagoniſt; 
and therefore conclude mnt 7 
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* our ſincere 


Mey 1, 17%ſꝙ. Well. wiſter, Ge. 
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| Lately publiſhed by the ſame EET 
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partial Account of the Expulſion of Six Students 
from St. Edmund Hall, Oxford. Price 1 8. 


A DEFENCE, of the Doftrines of 3 
Grace: Being a full Anſwer to a Letter lately ad- 
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A LETTER to Dr. Nowell: Containing Re- 
marks on the Doctor's Alterations in the Second — 
| Edition of his Anſwer to PIRTAS. Price 18. F 


A LETTER from Farmer Tru/ty, Ic. To which | 2 
is annexed, a Converſation between four good old 
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A LETTER to the Rev. Dr. Adamt, of Shrew/= - : 
Bury, occaſioned by the Publication of his Sermon, « "oO * 
preached againſt the Rev. Mr. Romaine : entitled 4 
Te of True and Falſe Dofrines. To which is now 
added, A Dedication to the Pariſhioners of St. Chad's 4 


arid Card. With an Appendix, containing a ſhort Ac- I 


count of the four principal Herefies which have in- 3 
feſted the Church, ſince the firſt planting of Chriſti- 4 

anity, viz. thoſe of Arius, Pelagius, Socinus, and A 

minius : And concluding with a ſerious Expoſtulation 2 

with Dr. Adams. As alſo a Lerres from Mr. Ro- * 

MAINE to Dr. Apams. The Third Edition. Price 2 
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